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Ethan Prevost 
c/o Mrs. Allison McLeod 
Paisley Central School 
182 Arnaud St 
Paisley, ON N0G 2N0 
 
22 June 2021 
 
Dear Ethan, 
 
Thank you for your recent letter regarding the discovery of 215 children in a mass grave at a 
former residential school site near Kamloops, BC, on the territory of the Tk’emlups te 
Secwepemc nation. Like you, I was saddened to hear of this discovery, and it was a reminder of 
the injustices that Indigenous peoples have faced throughout Canadian history. I have spoken to 
both of our local First Nations Chiefs, Lester Anoquot and Greg Nadjiwon, to pass along my 
sorrows.  
 
Ethan, you are correct. Indigenous communities should be treated just like any other community 
in Canada. We owe it to Indigenous peoples to ensure that they have access to the same services 
that other Canadians get to enjoy. In 2015, the Prime Minister committed to end boil water 
advisories in Indigenous communities, but this has not happened yet. Both myself and my fellow 
MPs will continue to ensure that boil water advisories end for Indigenous communities. 
 
I was delighted to see the letters from you and your classmates. It is great to see so many young 
minds in our riding care about important issues.  
 
Yours truly, 

 
Alex Ruff, MSC, CD 
Member of Parliament 
Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound 
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Trenton 
c/o Mrs. Allison McLeod 
Paisley Central School 
182 Arnaud St 
Paisley, ON N0G 2N0 
 
22 June 2021 
 
Dear Trenton, 
 
Thank you for your recent letter regarding the discovery of 215 children in a mass grave at a 
former residential school site near Kamloops, BC, on the territory of the Tk’emlups te 
Secwepemc nation. Like you, I was saddened to hear of this discovery, and it was a reminder of 
the injustices that Indigenous peoples have faced throughout Canadian history. I have spoken to 
both of our local First Nations Chiefs, Lester Anoquot and Greg Nadjiwon, to pass along my 
sorrows.  
 
What occurred at residential schools was wrong. Forcing students away from their families, 
abandoning their cultural traditions and abusing them should never have happened, and there is 
no right explanation for why this occurred. While we cannot undo these past wrongs, we can 
make them right. Please know that I support Indigenous peoples in Canada, and that I do care. 
That is why I supported a motion in Parliament to speed up the process in which the government 
acts on the Truth and Reconciliation Report Calls to Action, the formal report which explains 
how the government will make amends with Indigenous peoples in Canada. This will ensure that 
Indigenous peoples receive better treatment in the future, faster. 
 
Yours truly, 

 
Alex Ruff, MSC, CD 
Member of Parliament 
Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound 
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Drayce 
c/o Mrs. Allison McLeod 
Paisley Central School 
182 Arnaud St 
Paisley, ON N0G 2N0 
 
 22 June 2021 
 
Dear Drayce, 
 
Thank you for your recent letter regarding the discovery of 215 children in a mass grave at a 
former residential school site near Kamloops, BC, on the territory of the Tk’emlups te 
Secwepemc nation. Like you, I was saddened to hear of this discovery, and it was a reminder of 
the injustices that Indigenous peoples have faced throughout Canadian history. I have spoken to 
both of our local First Nations Chiefs, Lester Anoquot of Saugeen First Nation and Greg 
Nadjiwon, of the Chippewas of Nawash First Nation, to pass along my sorrows.  
 
You make a great point, just like 9/11, we cannot forget about Canada’s residential schools. We 
must also focus on the current challenges that Indigenous people face. In 2015, the Prime 
Minister promised to end the boil water advisories and give clean drinking water to Indigenous 
communities by the end of 2020. Unfortunately, this did not happen. Both myself and my fellow 
MPs continue to ensure that there is accountability on this promise, and that Indigenous 
communities have clean drinking water. It is our duty to ensure that this is provided. 
 
Your letter was very eye-opening. Please know that it is my goal as an MP to ensure that 
Indigenous peoples have their needs met by the federal government.  
 
Yours truly, 

 
Alex Ruff, MSC, CD 
Member of Parliament 
Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound 
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Dylan 
c/o Mrs. Allison McLeod 
Paisley Central School 
182 Arnaud St 
Paisley, ON N0G 2N0 
 
22 June 2021 
 
Dear Dylan, 
 
Thank you for your recent letter regarding the discovery of 215 children in a mass grave at a 
former residential school site near Kamloops, BC, on the territory of the Tk’emlups te 
Secwepemc nation. Like you, I was saddened to hear of this discovery, and it was a reminder of 
the injustices that Indigenous peoples have faced throughout Canadian history. I have spoken to 
both of our local First Nations Chiefs, Lester Anoquot of Saugeen First Nation and Greg 
Nadjiwon, of the Chippewas of Nawash First Nation, to pass along my sorrows. 
 
While I am not sure of an exact date for when all Indigenous communities will have clean 
drinking water, please know that both myself and fellow MPs in the House of Commons will 
pressure the government to ensure that it happens. You are correct, it is crucial that Indigenous 
peoples get to enjoy the same level of services as other Canadians, including safe drinking water. 
 
You raise a good point about Indigenous representation in government. While I cannot recall an 
Indigenous Member of Parliament or candidate from Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound, there are 
currently ten Indigenous MPs and seven Indigenous Senators. They bring a unique, first-hand 
perspective when discussing Indigenous issues in Parliament. 
 
Yours truly, 

 
Alex Ruff, MSC, CD 
Member of Parliament 
Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound 
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Addison Hutton 
c/o Mrs. Allison McLeod 
Paisley Central School 
182 Arnaud St 
Paisley, ON N0G 2N0 
 
22 June 2021 
 
Dear Addison, 
 
Thank you for your recent letter regarding the discovery of 215 children in a mass grave at a 
former residential school site near Kamloops, BC, on the territory of the Tk’emlups te 
Secwepemc nation. Like you, I was saddened to hear of this discovery, and it was a reminder of 
the injustices that Indigenous peoples have faced throughout Canadian history. I have spoken to 
both of our local First Nations Chiefs, Lester Anoquot of Saugeen First Nation and Greg 
Nadjiwon, of the Chippewas of Nawash First Nation, to pass along my sorrows. 
 
You are correct, residential school sites need to be searched. After this tragic discovery, the 
Honourable Erin O’Toole, Leader of the Official Opposition in Parliament, called on the 
government to act on the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action 71-76, which 
calls on the government properly search for and memorialize students who perished at residential 
schools. Recently, the government announced that money will soon be made available for 
searching these sites.  
 
Once again, I am grateful that you took the time to write to me regarding this important issue. By 
writing to your representatives, you are making a difference.  
 
Yours truly, 

 
Alex Ruff, MSC, CD 
Member of Parliament 
Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound 
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Opal 
c/o Mrs. Allison McLeod 
Paisley Central School 
182 Arnaud St 
Paisley, ON N0G 2N0 
 
22 June 2021 
 
Dear Opal, 
 
Thank you for your recent letter regarding the discovery of 215 children in a mass grave at a 
former residential school site near Kamloops, BC, on the territory of the Tk’emlups te 
Secwepemc nation. Like you, I was saddened to hear of this discovery, and it was a reminder of 
the injustices that Indigenous peoples have faced throughout Canadian history. I have spoken to 
both of our local First Nations Chiefs, Lester Anoquot of Saugeen First Nation and Greg 
Nadjiwon, of the Chippewas of Nawash First Nation, to pass along my sorrows. 
 
You are correct, we cannot change the past. But we can change the future. Part of changing the 
future is acting on the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action. These Calls to 
Action aim to make society better for Indigenous peoples in Canada, and recently, I voted in 
Parliament to have these recommendations acted on quicker. What happened at residential 
schools was wrong, and it is important that we do what we can to improve the lives of 
Indigenous peoples today. 
 
Once again, thank you for taking the time to write to me regarding this important issue. Making 
Canada a better place for Indigenous peoples would help towards righting these wrongs.  
 
Yours truly, 

 
Alex Ruff, MSC, CD 
Member of Parliament 
Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound 
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Ethen 
c/o Mrs. Allison McLeod 
Paisley Central School 
182 Arnaud St 
Paisley, ON N0G 2N0 
 
22 June 2021 
 
Dear Ethen, 
 
Thank you for your recent letter regarding the discovery of 215 children in a mass grave at a 
former residential school site near Kamloops, BC, on the territory of the Tk’emlups te 
Secwepemc nation. Like you, I was saddened to hear of this discovery, and it was a reminder of 
the injustices that Indigenous peoples have faced throughout Canadian history. I have spoken to 
both of our local First Nations Chiefs, Lester Anoquot of Saugeen First Nation and Greg 
Nadjiwon, of the Chippewas of Nawash First Nation, to pass along my sorrows. 
 
Part of how we can make things better is by acting on the Calls to Action from the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. Recently, I voted on a motion in the House of Commons to act on 
these Calls to Action quicker, which helps work towards a better society for Indigenous peoples.  
 
You are correct, the residential school experience would have been traumatizing for any students 
or families involved. There is the “Indian Residential Schools Crisis Line” that offers support to 
those who are or were impacted by residential schools..Thank you again for writing to me about 
this. I appreciate hearing from voices like yours on how we can improve life for Indigenous 
peoples in Canada.  
 
Yours truly, 

 
Alex Ruff, MSC, CD 
Member of Parliament 
Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound 
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Kaelyn 
c/o Mrs. Allison McLeod 
Paisley Central School 
182 Arnaud St 
Paisley, ON N0G 2N0 
 
22 June 2021 
 
Dear Kaelyn, 
 
Thank you for your recent letter regarding the discovery of 215 children in a mass grave at a 
former residential school site near Kamloops, BC, on the territory of the Tk’emlups te 
Secwepemc nation. Like you, I was saddened to hear of this discovery, and it was a reminder of 
the injustices that Indigenous peoples have faced throughout Canadian history. I have spoken to 
both of our local First Nations Chiefs, Lester Anoquot of Saugeen First Nation and Greg 
Nadjiwon, of the Chippewas of Nawash First Nation, to pass along my sorrows. 
 
Like you, I took the events from Kamloops as a call to do more. You are correct, we need to do 
more for Indigenous peoples in Canada. Recently, I voted for a motion in the House of 
Commons to speed up the Calls to Action from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC). The TRC’s Calls to Action gave us ways to help make life better for Indigenous peoples 
in Canada, and I am hoping that the government will listen to this and act.  
 
The residential school experience would have been horrible for students. It was wrong for 
residential schools to even happen in the first place. While the past cannot be changed, the future 
can, and I hope that our actions today make lives better for Indigenous peoples in the future. 
 
Yours truly, 

 
Alex Ruff, MSC, CD 
Member of Parliament 
Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound 
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Jaira 
c/o Mrs. Allison McLeod 
Paisley Central School 
182 Arnaud St 
Paisley, ON N0G 2N0 
 
 22 June 2021 
 
Dear Jaira, 
 
Thank you for your recent letter regarding the discovery of 215 children in a mass grave at a 
former residential school site near Kamloops, BC, on the territory of the Tk’emlups te 
Secwepemc nation. Like you, I was saddened to hear of this discovery, and it was a reminder of 
the injustices that Indigenous peoples have faced throughout Canadian history. I have spoken to 
both of our local First Nations Chiefs, Lester Anoquot of Saugeen First Nation and Greg 
Nadjiwon, of the Chippewas of Nawash First Nation, to pass along my sorrows. 
 
The formal apology was just one part of Canada’s attempt to reconcile for residential schools. An 
apology alone would never be enough. Another part of making amends with Indigenous peoples 
is the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s (TRC) Calls to Action. These Calls to Action aim 
to make life better for Indigenous Canadians, and recently, I voted for a motion in Parliament 
that would see these Calls to Action happen quicker. 
 
You raise a good question. As this discovery was so recent, next steps have yet to be formally 
announced. That being said, I am sure that the site will be honoured in a respectful manner, and 
that as many of the bodies will be identified as possible.  
 
Yours truly, 

 
Alex Ruff, MSC, CD 
Member of Parliament 
Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound 
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Zack 
c/o Mrs. Allison McLeod 
Paisley Central School 
182 Arnaud St 
Paisley, ON N0G 2N0 
 
22 June 2021 
 
Dear Zack, 
 
Thank you for your recent letter regarding the discovery of 215 children in a mass grave at a 
former residential school site near Kamloops, BC, on the territory of the Tk’emlups te 
Secwepemc nation. Like you, I was saddened to hear of this discovery, and it was a reminder of 
the injustices that Indigenous peoples have faced throughout Canadian history. I have spoken to 
both of our local First Nations Chiefs, Lester Anoquot of Saugeen First Nation and Greg 
Nadjiwon, of the Chippewas of Nawash First Nation, to pass along my sorrows. 
 
You are correct, the horrible actions at residential schools never should have happened in the 
first place. Unfortunately, the past cannot be changed, but the future can. By learning about 
residential schools and the wrongdoings of the residential school system, you are becoming an 
informed citizen, which is an important action each of us can individually take towards 
reconciliation for Indigenous peoples.  
 
You and your classmates wrote great letters to me and should be proud of these efforts. 
Becoming informed and writing to your representatives is a great way to help change the future. 
 
Yours truly, 
 

 
Alex Ruff, MSC, CD 
Member of Parliament 
Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound 


